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For the past several years the
National Movement for the Right
to Health, the Latin American
Association of Social Medicine
(ALAMES) and the No Excuses
Paraguayan Platform Against
Poverty have campaigned for the
Paraguayan government to fulfill
commitments it has made before
the international community both
in terms of human rights and the
right to health.

The main purpose of the April
International Seminar of Pub-
lic Health Policy was to place
public health at the center of the
national debate as well as at the
top of the government’s political
and social agenda. The Seminar
was also a forum to share experi-
ences regarding the legal founda-
tions for public health policies in
the countries of the region. As a
result the seminar brought to-
gether experts from Brazil, Uru-
guay and Bolivia.

The seminar included the per-
spective of common citizens
whose input was sought on the
various public health proposals

made by the Paraguayan political
parties and opposition social
movements.

We would like to share the final
declaration of the Seminar:

To the Candidates for the
Presidency of the
Republic of
Para-
guay

in
the

National
Elections of

April 20th, 2008:

We, citizens from different
national social organizations,
participants in the International
Seminar on Public Health Poli-
cies held in the city of Asuncion
on April 7th and 8th of 2008, do
manifest:

The deepest repulsion and indig-
nation before the inhuman living
conditions to which the populace
is condemned and before the in-
tensification of extreme poverty,

exclusion, and abandonment.
These are both products of the
dominant social model which
places the profit of the few over
the right of the many to a decent
life for their families and com-
munities.

That health is a fundamental hu-
man right, a public entitlement,
and an obligation of the State.
This right is irrevocable and its

implementation cannot be put
off. We thus demand the imple-
mentation of public health poli-
cies which put these principles in
operation, thus fulfilling the re-
quirements of the Constitution
and current law.

That health is the by-product of
the totality of historic, social,
environmental, cultural, socio-
economic, productive, housing,
ethnic and gender conditions of
the population.

We reject:

Any form of users fees for access
to health services. These charges
serve to exclude, condition and
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limit the possibilities for citizens
to access health services. Health
services must fulfill their mission
of health promotion, disease pre-
vention, and clinical care without
charge to the users.

Any program which reduces, lim-
its or seeks to carve up the provi-
sion of health services. We will
not accept proposals that limit
health services to a “basic health
package” or offer care for a spe-
cific group in detriment of the
rest of the population.

The adoption of health policies
developed without the active par-
ticipation of the citizens.

We declare:

The need for a Universal Health
System, egalitarian, comprehen-
sive and adapted to the health
needs and potentialities of the
population. The system should
operate in a non-profit manner
and without turning health ser-
vices into commodities.

That the population must partici-
pate in the definition, execution
and financial structuring of health
system.

That social participation must
have a binding character which
holds the state and its administra-
tors accountable to follow up on
tagreed-upon plans.

We demand:

That an effective land
reform policy be imple-
mented, so that peasants
as well as indigenous
communities can see the

realization of their rights to
health and a decent life. Such
policies require the active partici-
pation of social organizations to
limit the preponderance of large
estates and unused lands.

The development of sustainable
environmental policies with re-
spect for biodiversity and ances-
tral knowledge. There must be
strict control over the application
of such a policy, as well as study
on the toxic impact of agrochemi-
cals on both workers and commu-
nities and meaningful sanctions
for the irresponsible usage of
these resources.

That the State assigns the neces-
sary resources for the integral and
intersectorial fulfillment of its
sanitary obligations. Specifi-
cally, we demand that the health
system be assigned adequate pub-
lic funding. This funding must be
sustainable and independent from
the will of the governing party.

That any increase of the Gross
Domestic Product and/or tax
revenues be destined to redis-
tributive social policies, among
which health is included.

That adequate and ongoing provi-
sion of human, material and fi-
nancial resources be ensured for
the optimal functioning of health
services.

That there exist permanent access
to all information regarding
health services, plans, and pro-
grams as well as transparency in
budgetary processes and in peri-
odic public financial statements.
We demand that any administra-
tor who neglects or obstructs this
social control is severely sanc-
tioned.

Decent working conditions for
the whole population, a safe envi-
ronment, and a decent salary.

The development and profession-
alization of pubic health jobs,
eradicating politically motivated
privileges through contracts is-
sued on the basis of public bid-
ding under social control.

The training of health workers in
the principles of legality, inter-
cultural work, ethical principles,
community orientation, and the
promotion of social participa-
tion, health, and improved life
standards.

We remind the candidates in the
Presidential elections of April
20th elections that their supreme
obligation is to obey the constitu-
tional mandate to guarantee that
all Paraguayans live decently in
dignity, health and solidarity.
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