EDITORIAL

Social Medicine/Medicina Socia’s 10" Issue

The Editors

The publication of the 10" issue of Social
Medicine/Medicina  Social  seemed  an
appropriate moment for a brief report to our
readers on our growth in the two and a half
years since the journa’s launch in May of
2006. We are proud that the journal has made
progress in its goal of tearing down language
barriers and creating a community across
linguistic frontiers. English speakers are reading
Latin American perspectives, and Latin-
Americans have increased access to the work of
their English speaking colleagues.

Such a report seemed opportune for several
reasons. It is long-since time that we thanked
the many, many people from around the world
who have helped the journal in one way or
another; we have made alist in the side-bar. In
addition, we are beginning an application for
indexing on PubMed with the National Library
of Medicine. The application process has led us
to review our work and we would like to share
some of that review process with you, our
readers. Finally, we want to share our "wish
list" with you, hoping some of our readers may
be able to help out with theitems on thislist.

What hasthejournal accomplished?

With this issue we have published 80 articles
in the English journal and 83 in our Spanish
edition; almost al articles have been published
in both languages. With the exception of our
last issue, the journal has been published
simultaneously in both languages. As the
journal has grown, most of authors have come
from Latin America, a region of the world

where socid medicine has seen maor
development since the mid seventies.

The journal seems to have found a
readership in both languages. As of the end of
August, 2008 there had been 38,654 articles
downloaded from the journal in 2008 alone;
55% (21,425) of these were Spanish language
articles. These numbers simply indicate
downloads, we know that articles are often
distributed in PDF format (as should be). There
are currently 1,056 registered users of the
journa (athough registration is not required to
download articles). These numbers encourage
us to continue with the largely volunteer effort
of putting out the journal.

They aso provide evidence of what we
consider to be our major accomplishment: the
close working relationship between the
Department of Family and Social Medicine at
Montefiore/Einstein in the US and the Latin
American  Social Medicine  Association
(ALAMES). Our success to date validates a
vision that international solidarity in the
development of a progressive health strategy is
possible and can work.

What have we struggled with?

The operational difficulties of publishing
simultaneously in two languages have been
daunting to us. It has been difficult for us to
find trandators and we have struggled to find
the best way to present local articles in such a
way that they are understandable and interesting
to an international audience.

Our editoria processes and decisions have
tended to be very slow. We have also felt our
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website is not user-friendly and is not
interactive enough. Fixing these issues is part
of our current wish list.

Where do we go from here?

As the journa has grown, the amount of
material available for publication has come to
stretch our rather limited (all volunteer)
resources. As we continue to grow we face
several challenges:

1. Financid: It is possible to publish an on-
line journal for very little money. But our
trangating costs average about $3000 an issue.
In addition, special projects — such as videos —
are expensive. We have financing available
through the end of 2009 and have just obtained
not-for-profit status in the US. This will
facilitate our solicitation of donations. But
developing a long-term financia plan is a
challenge.

2. Technical: Over the next year we hope to
develop a cleaner, more user-friendly web
interface that will alow us to post videos,
audios, slide shows, and books. We would aso
like to create better venues on our site for
readers to post comments and feed-back.

3. Organizationa: Currently, the journa is
produced by a very small group of volunteer
editors and a larger group of volunteers who
take on specific tasks. As we grow, we will
need to develop working modalities that
incorporate additional volunteers. We also need
to set up alarger group to operate the journal.

4. Incorporating different languages: The
journd's editors have discussed adding
additional languages to the journal. At the
moment there is consideration of an Arab
language website publishing certain content
from the Journal and soliciting submissions
from Arab-speaking authors.
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Final thoughts

September 2008 marks the 30" anniversary
of the Alma Ata Declaration. It is important to
remember that the goa of "Heath for All" is
perfectly achievable with our current level of
resources. What impedes its realization is not
money, but the addiction of our rulers to war
and profit. Heath for All then exists as a
potential, a reality impeded importantly by our
primitive and anti-democratic socia and
political structures. It is that redlity, as yet
unrealized, that makes "Health for All" a goal
that will not be silenced and that will find an
expression in our journal.

We know that we are not alone in the
struggle to develop the framework for
examining health in its relation with the
dynamics of society. However, we feel our
vision of a multi-lingual journal dedicated to
creating a broader international community is
unique. This is why publishing the 10" journal
amost 30 years later than the Alma Ata
Declaration is so significant for us.

— The Editors

A Social Medicine
Medicina Social Wishlist

1. Obtain listing on more bibliographic

indexes, including Pub Med.

Publish in other languages.

3. Create a website that is attractive, user-
friendly and allows us to post videos, audio-
tapes, books, and other media. Allow users
and authors to comment on articles and give
feedback to the journal.

4. Obtain assistance with creating a
development plan to seek funding and a
publicity strategy to better highlight the
articlesin thejournal.

5. Streamline the process of trandation.

N

Thank you:
Copy-editors & Proof-readers

Hildegard Anderson
Alexander Contos
Amy Selwyn

Renee Smith

Jean Welille

Trandation & editing

Sara Bergstresser
Ariadna Castorena
Mauricio Flores
Hanna Garth
OliviaLoveland
Gordon Mann
Aydin Nazmi

Alex Potts

Andres Power
Alex Teleki

Layout & Journal Management

Alexandra Bobadilla
Alexander Contos
Israel Moreno Morales

Film & Audio-visual

Sarah Friedland

Brett Jackson

Walter Lear

Sergio Soto, Radio Zapote

Moral support, advice & generosity

Merlin Chowkwanyun
H. Jack Geiger

Jaime Gofin

Albert Kuperman
Walter Lear

Fitzhugh Mullan
Mario Rovere
Monica Sanchez
Victor Sidel

Howard Waitzkin

Social Medicine (www.social medicine.info) - 183 -

Volume 3, No 3 September 2008




6. Specific themeissues or articles:

a

b.

€.

f.
g.
h
i

How can the Alma Ata vision be
realized?

How can the vision of hedth as a
human right be made areality?

An annual, international prize for the
10 worst drugs (based on lack of
utility, inaccurate/misleading
promotion, adverse effects).

Is global health a modern expression
of imperialism?

Progressive hedlth actions by cities
around the world.

The political economy of health
Marxism and Health

. The ABC’'sof Social Medicine

Building International Health
Solidarity

7. Have achance for al the editors to actually

meet!

Thank you

For generosity in allowing usto reprint
materials

Editorial Anthropos
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Neale Watson, Science History Publications

Social Medicine

Health For All

Visit our blog at www.socialmedicine.org
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